
We are home for the Roman Catholic family of Geary 
County, forming missionary disciples according to the  

Eucharistic Heart of Jesus Christ. 

PARISH MINISTRIES 
 
Circle I:  Wanita Hulett, Pres. 
     785-238-8656 
Circle IV: Beverly Boller, Pres. 
     785-477-4903 
Prayer Chain:   Frannie Torrez 
     only1franniet@yahoo.com  
     915-497-4570 
Living Water Ministries: 
      Sandy Leistner 
       Kurtandsandy@outlook.com 
Respect Life Ministry: 
       Tom Hollis    785-717-5896 
       fiftymilemn@outlook.com 
CALLED: 
     Cayley Sutton 
     785-307-4164 
HS SPARK: 
     Sharon Engstrom 
       785-210-7729 
     engstromstx@gmail.com 
JR CYO: 
     Amber Davis 

     amber@saintxparish.org 

LITURGICAL  
COORDINATORS 

 
EMHC/Ushers/Altar Servers/ 
Gift Bearers 
Cathy Striggow 
      cathy.striggow@gmail.com 

 
Lectors 

Susan Kamphaus 
      skamp50@cox.net 

 
Arts and Environmental 

Ellie Dillon  (Weddings) 
       ellie.dillon@ymail.com 
Ellen Westerhaus (Funerals, etc) 
        jwesty1@cox.net 

 
Music 

Katie Wiley (Scheduling) 
     wileyk@saintxrams.org 

Rosary Group  
Colleen Henney 
     785-238-2618 

Adoration 
Dahlia Bowen     785-226-6617 

PARISH OFFICE 
STAFF 

Pastor 
Father Kerry Ninemire 
  pastorknine@saintxparish.org 
 

 
Parish Secretary 

Cindy Obermeyer 
office@saintxparish.org  
     785-238-2998 

 
Evangelization  

Coordinator 
Amber Davis 
amber@saintxparish.org 

 
Administrative Assistant 

Carol Tomson 
Business-   
     admin@saintxrams.org 

COUNCILS 
 

Parish Council 
Phil Diestelkamp, President 
     785-375-6838 
     phild956@gmail.com 

 
Finance Council 

Pat Gannaway, President 
     pgannaway@gmail.com 
 

School Council 
Elizabeth Hausauer 
    ethausauer@yahoo.com 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Grand Knight:   
Josh Lichtensteiger 
    joshualick07@gmail.com 
 
 Boy Scout Troop 41: 
      bsatroop41@cox.net  
      785-210-5568 

ST. FRANCIS  

XAVIER 
 

                  218 N. Washington St., Junction City KS  66441                   200 N. Washington St., Junction City KS   66441 
            Parish Office 785-238-2998   www.saintxparish.org      School Office: 785-238-2841  www.saintxrams.org 

HOLY MASS 
Saturday:  Vigil Mass at 5:15  pm 
Sunday:  8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am 
Weekdays:  Tues & Wed - 5:30 pm 
        Thurs - 8:00 am      Fri - 8:30 am 

 
These are our regular Mass times.  Please  refer to 

daily Mass schedule inside on Page 2 for any changes 
to Mass times for this week. 

 

ADORATION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesday: 6:00 pm Tues - 1:00 am Wed  
Thursday: 8:30 am to 8:00 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am to  2:00 pm 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Tuesday:  6:00 pm following the Mass 
Friday:  9:00 am following the Mass 
Saturday:  4:00 - 5:00 pm 

 
You may also contact the Parish Office to set an indi-

vidual appointment with Father. 18 Feb 2024 
07 Apr 2024 

The Ascension of the 
Lord 

 
12 May 2024 



 
“Sanctify yourself, Sanctify society.”                              

  PARISH WEEKLY CALENDAR                            

Date Liturgy Times Mass Intention Parish Events  

Sunday 
12 May 2024 

8:00 am 
9:30 am 
11:00 am 

Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 

† Chris Paxton 
Pro populo 
L/D members of Eckenrode  
         and Hahn families 

Bible Study, 9:30 am, Bldg C, Rm 239 

Monday 
13 May 2024 

 No Mass  Catholic Rural Life Novena, 7:00 pm, OLPH 
Boy Scout mtg, 7:00 pm, Bldg C 

Tuesday 
14 May 2024 

5:30 pm Holy Mass † Deceased members of          
         Teply family 

Adoration 6:00 pm until 1:00 am 
Fine Art Showcase, 7:00 pm, School Gym 

Wednesday  
15 May 2024 

5:30 pm Holy Mass  † Steve Kane Adult Choir Practice, 6:00 pm 
St. Xavier Men’s Group, 6:30 pm, OLPH 

Thursday 
16 May 2024 

8:00 am Holy Mass 
 

† Ruth and Junior Cook Men’s SOS Group, 6:15 am, KofC Hall 
Adoration, 9:00 am until 8:00 pm   
Finance Council, 5:30 pm, PMR 
CALLED mtg, 7:00 pm, OLPH 

 Friday 
17 May 2024 

8:30 am 
 
 

Holy Mass † Paul Lee and Anne Kwon Women’s Prayer Group, 6:30 am, via Zoom 
Adoration, following Mass until 2:00 pm 
Muliebris Sancti Prayer Group, 9:15 am, OLPH 
Circle I mtg, 2:30 pm, OLPH 
MS Activities Awards Banquet and 8th grade  
                   Promotion, 6:00 pm, gym 

Saturday 
18 May 2024 

5:15 pm Vigil Mass † Ricky Hahn HS Graduation, 2:00 pm, Church 
Confessions, 4-5 pm 

PMR - Parish meeting room    OLPH - Our Lady of  
† - Deceased                                      Perpetual Help Room 

ASCENSION SUNDAY (OR THURSDAY?) 
I always thought it was “Ascension Thursday.” What Changed? | The Solemnity of the           
Ascension is a Holy Day of Obligation, traditionally occurring on the Thursday that coincides 
with the 40-day mark following Easter, and is celebrated as such in many regions of the country, 
while other regions transfer the celebration to the following Sunday. Transferring the Ascension 
to Sunday is actually not that new, and part of a larger trend to transfer holy days of obligation and other solemnities 
to the following Sunday. Doing so allows greater exposure and more solemn celebration of the holy day among the 
faithful.  This is especially true for such a beautiful feast as the Ascension of our Lord, it being such a part of the  
Easter season. 
     For the Ascension in the United States, this trend started on the West Coast in the late 1990s, and eventually 
spread. Other parts of the world have also transferred this solemnity to Sunday including Australia, Canada, and some 
countries in Europe. With the approval of the Holy See, the episcopal conference (the body of bishops in a country) 
can transfer solemnities and change some of the holy days of obligation (Canon 1246). In the U.S., each ecclesiastical 
province, or the metropolitan archdiocese and its suffragan dioceses, was permitted to decide whether to transfer the 
Ascension or not.   
     Many dioceses made this decision around 1992.  A few dioceses still maintain the traditional Ascension         
Thursday.   (Portions of this article are attributed to the Paul Christopher Lim’s “From the Back of the Church”) 
                                                                                               Father Kerry 

Fr. Kerry 

 
Truly our mothers are a blessing from God because he trusted 
our mothers to be caretakers of His most wonderful creation, 
our children!  Our prayer is for all    
mothers to know God’s deep love and 
delight in you! 



     Please pray for the  
intentions and needs of the 
following: 
               
Steve Matthews            Jami Ann Bird         Bruce Piava                   
Benjamin Grelk            Elizabeth Clark        Rachel Moore 
Elizabeth Bunce           Mary Bolette             Mary Baker 
Wilma Schoendaller     Ralph Schmedemann    Judy Rosa           
Cooper Holloway         PeggyWawrzyniak    Julie Taylor      
Jude Fairchild               Marissa Graham       Marty Potter                  
Ray Kamphaus   Judy Rosa                 Karen Morris           
Manny Pasquil   Shirley Oaks            Marty Perta      
Ryleigh Joos                 James DeCarlo         John Cooner            
Sandy Dietrich              Carolyn Cook 

 
 

If ever you 
miss Mass due 
to weather or 
out of town,  
please feel 

comfortable to 
include the 

absent week’s 
tithing in the 

collections the 
following 

week.   
   

 Amount needed to meet our May 2024 Parish  
      operating budget (23-24 FY)                $87,632.50 ** 
May Tithing/Offering collections to date   $14,810.88 
Balance needed to meet our May needs:    $72,821.62  
                      
       May 2024 G&D collected to date .….$3,641.75 
May’s Growth and Development collection will be put 
toward the Altar renovation project. 
 
** - This amount is determined by the Parish Finance Council.  It is 
based on the annual cost of Parish operations.   

Thank you for the privilege of your generosity  
and support. 

Need 2024 tithing envelopes...see Cindy in the  
Parish Office! 

Giving Dollars 

Online Giving  1,115.00 

Envelopes/loose check/cash 13,477.88 

Children’s Tithing 18.00 

Memorials and Gifts 200.00 

Total for 04/05 May $14,810.88 

STEWARDSHIP  

OF TREASURE 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 
God our Father, your Son      
accepted our sufferings to teach 
us the virtue of patience in    
human illness.  Hear the     
prayers we offer for our sick 
brother/sister.  May all who 
suffer pain, illness, or disease 
realize that they have been  
chosen to be saints and know 
that they are joined to Christ in his suffering for the      
salvation of the world.  We ask this through Christ the 
Lord. Amen. 

 

Our Parish Pastoral Council and the 
Parish Finance Council are seeking new 
members for the coming fiscal year(s) 
beginning July 2024.  Multiple seats are 
coming open 30 Jun 2024 as their terms 
are expiring.  

If you would like to be a member 
of either of these two parish  
organizations, please call the  
parish office at 785-238-2998 or    
office@saintxparish.org for    
details and application.  We need your expertise.  Please 
prayerfully consider this opportunity of stewardship. 

Father requests all gradu-
ating seniors of the class 
of 2024 to attend the       
Baccalaureate Mass.  This 
invite is for ALL seniors 
of Junction City, as well 
as surrounding communi-
ties including Chapman, 
Wakefield and White 
City.  Baccalaureate Mass will be 19 May 2024 at the 
11:00 am Mass.  We ask that all graduating seniors of the 
parish come in their cap and gown for their school. 
 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future 

and a hope.  ~Jeremiah 29:11 

If you would like tithing envelopes 
for 2025, please contact Cindy in 
the Parish Office.  785-238-2998 
     Order will be placed soon. 



OUR LADY 
OF FATIMA  

If you are   
interested in 
hosting the 
statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima for a 
week, please  contact 
Colleen Henney at 785-
238-2618 to be included.      
    Statute Schedule: 
12 May - Janet Hahn 
19 May - Rita Jenkins 
26 May - Ray and Susan  
                   Kamphaus 

MAY – Human trafficking is one of the fastest growing criminal  
industries in the world even though it is illegal in every country of 
the world. It is a multi-billion-dollar business sustained by greed 
and pleasure. Alliance to End Human Trafficking-Founded and 
Supported by US Catholic Sisters  
     7575 Grand River Ave.1-1009 
     Brighton, MI 48114 

 

      Walk to Mary Pilgrimage Our Lady of Champion, WI 
 May 1-5, 2024 

Reflections from St. Francis Xavier Parish Pilgrims 
 
     The Walk to Mary Pilgrimage was so spiritually lifting. And it started at the 
parking lot of STX, where we, 10 of us, jumped in one vehicle and began our 
journey. I hold physical pilgrimages to be extra special because they remind me 
of my youth, when mom would take us to Mexico to walk along the crucifix, 
Senior de Los Rayos. It was a small walk, but it was a sacrifice. The stress and 
struggle to get to the location and then physical and mental toughness you had to 
endure. I would reflect on Christ sufferings during his passion. This pilgrimage 
is extra special because I traveled with others, not family, that want to strengthen 
their faith.  I think that’s what it’s all about, strengthening our relationship with 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. We saw some amazing shrines, churches and chapels but 
I think the highlight of it all is the bond of brotherhood and sisterhood in 
Christ. Sometimes I see the world and I think “where are all the faithful? Don’t 
people still seek the truth?” And then you find a few great people that do love the 

Lord and sacrifice to be a little closer to Christ.  It gives me “Hope”.  Hope that there is still good in the world. It’s like that little candle that 
the darkness cannot overcome. Another thing that made this trip amazingly beautiful was my sister and two children joined me on this      
pilgrimage. Maybe more will come next year.        ~Ricardo Gutierrez 
     Through prayer, reflection, thankfulness, pain, joy, and laughter... my soul was filled with God's love and peace... ~ Barbie Campbell 
     Enjoyed my trip and making new friends on our Walk to Mary in Champion, Wisconsin again this year.  Although I did not walk the   
Pilgrimage, I was able to walk the Stations of the Cross, attend Rosary, attend Children’s Mass and go to Confession as well as spend time in 
prayer with Mary in the beautiful Apparition Oratory. I always love the time spent at Holy Hill where we spent our nights and enjoyed the 
Mass and sites.  A plus this year was seeing the Shroud of Turin. I especially enjoyed seeing St. Joan of Arc Chapel on Marquette University 
Campus.  Also, Millie’s Diner was a huge treat coming home.        ~ Charlene Ross 
      This was my second year participating in the Walk to Mary and my son’s first. We had a good spiritual journey together and made memo-
ries while learning as we visited the tomb of Venerable Fulton Sheen, the St. Joan of Arc Chapel, Held’s Meat and Cheese Market, Holy Hill 
and Shroud of Turin replica, and Our Lady of Champion Apparition site as we traveled with our brothers and sisters in Christ. We look for-
ward to going back next year!      ~ Amber Davis 
     The WTM2024 was a 100% succuss.   It was more than a site-to-site pilgrimage because it was a well-planned spiritual retreat that al-
lowed multiple stops and visits to learn more about our Catholic faith and history. Stops in Peoria, IL and Marquette University helped make 
the trip fun even before we landed (and after) at the coolest and spiritual epicenter: Holy Hill. Holy Hill had so much to offer on our spiritual 
journey to help focus on God's creation and man's ability to give back to God a place of worship to honor Mother Mary, Jesus and the saints 
on a beautiful campus that featured wilderness tied to the historic Basilica and numerous buildings and towers. Like everything new, the Our 
Lady of Champion Shrine was at the last site of the pilgrimage and historical knowledge and experience may have been overlooked due to the 
exhaustion of some participants.      ~ Eric Page 



CALLED is a group for young 
adults (over the age of 18) to  
gather for faith formation, to serve 
our community and in fellowship.  
God calls us all to worship, so join 
us for our next meeting on May 16th at 7:00pm at the 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help room. 

               May 16th - Bible Study: Unlocking the  
Mystery of the Bible 

June 6th - Bible Study: Unlocking the  
Mystery of the Bible  

If you have any questions contact Cayley  
at 785-307-4164. 

St. Francis Xavier Parish is 
hosting a rosary for Catholic 
Rural Life on Monday May 
13th at 7:00 pm in the OLPH 
room.   
     This is one night of a     
Novena hosted by Catholic 

Rural Life from May 6th to the 14th, praying for Kansas 
Farms.  The Novena is leading to the celebration of St. 
Isidore’s Day on May 15th.  A different parish will lead 
the rosary each night at 7 pm and will be shared via 
Zoom.  To join every night of the Novena, use the Zoom 
Meeting ID: 879 4076 7521, Passcode: 388027. 

 
Which liturgical ministry best fits YOU?  We need your help in all of these ministries!   

See lead contact info on the weekly bulletin cover. 

RSVP via 
the QR 

code below 
please! 

     Saint Xavier Parishioners would like to welcome new 
parishioners to our Parish family.  We are pleased to  
welcome the following family: 
            Robert and Jessica Moreno and their two  
                  children, Leah and Cortez 
       Please take a minute to say a prayer of thanksgiving 
for God sending this family to celebrate with us. 

 
Wherever you came from, wherever you are going...you 

are welcome here with us!   

St. Francis Xavier Parish 



                    ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL 
                Educating for eternity through faith and reason 

School Office Hours:   
Mon-Fri: 7:50am - 3:50pm 

Enrollment 
There are just a couple more weeks to enroll your 
families at St. Francis Xavier Catholic School in 
order to receive a $25 registration fee discount.  
Please stop by the office to enroll in grades     
PreK-12th from 7:50 am-3:50 pm.  The more students that you enroll, the 
more discounts you receive, so stop by a.s.a.p. to reserve a spot for your 
children for the 2024-2025 school year today.  To find out more about 
what St. Xavier School has to offer, contact us at 785-238-2841, check out 
our website at saintxrams.org or follow us on Facebook or Instagram.  
There is also information in the entryway of the church.  We would love to 
have you as part of our school family.   

Upcoming Events 
May 14- 7th-12th Fine Arts Showcase at 7:00 pm in the Gym 
May 15- Preschool Graduation at 1:30 pm in the Gym  
May 17- MS Awards Banquet and  
                        8th Grade Promotion @ 6:00 pm in the Gym 
May 18- High School Graduation in the Church @ 2:00 pm 
May 19- Baccalaureate Mass at 11:00 am 
May 23- Last Day of School (Half Day) – Students Dismissed @ 11:00 am 
       
                                                    Shawn Augustine 

SCHOOL STAFF 
               Principal 
Shawn Augustine 
     principal@saintxrams.org 

School Business Administrator 
Carol Tomson 
business-admin@saintxrams.org 

Office Administrative Assistant 
Kelly Palmer 
    office@saintxrams.org 

School Council President 
Elizabeth Hausauer 
      ethausauer@yahoo.com 

PTO President 
Courtney Boehm 
   courtneyd.boehm@gmail.com 

Congratulations to our April 
teacher of the month, Mrs. 
Wiley! Parents shared that 
Mrs. Wiley’s love of music 
can be seen through her   

involvement in the school and parish music programs. In addition to teach-
ing music, choir, and band classes, she organizes programs throughout the 
year, leads the pep band at ballgames, and plays the piano and leads 
the children's choir for Masses. Mrs. Wiley embodies the school's mission 
as a teacher and parish member, setting an example for us all.  
    Congratulations to our high school student of the month, sophomore 
Nick Fields! Teachers say Nick has shown so much growth as 
a student this year. He is more sure of himself in his knowledge and is   
becoming an accomplished writer. Nick volunteers and participates in 
class, completing his assignments, being respectful, and following class-
room expectations. In addition, Nick has also grown as an athlete as seen 
by his contributions to the basketball and track teams. Nice job Nick! 

Read about the latest 
school happenings and 
our 2024 graduates in 
the May newsletter! 
Grab a printed copy 

from the gathering area of the church or 
view it online at saintxrams.org.  

There will be a Freddy’s 
fundraiser on Monday, 

May 13th from 4-8pm. 
Mention that you are 
“here for the fundraiser” 

at checkout or use the       
promo code          
GIVEBACK for online or mobile app 

orders and Freddy’s will donate 20% 
percent of event sales back to the        
St. Xavier Activities Committee. 

Join us for the Fine 
Arts Showcase to cel-
ebrate the artistic 
growth and talents of 

our 7-12th grade Art, Band, Choir, and 
Forensics students. The event will be 
held on May 14th at 7:00pm in the St. 
Xavier gym. All are welcome to attend. 



Stewardship of time and talent 

18/19 May 
2024 

Saturday,  
18 May 2024 

5:15 PM 

Sunday,   
19 may 2024 

8:00 Am 

Sunday,  
19 May 2024 

9:30 am 

Sunday,  
19 may0 2024 

11:00 am 

Lector Janet Hahn Eric Page Ray Felix Randy Testa 

Extraordinary  
Ministers 

Ricardo Gutierrez  
Courtney Boehm 

Diane Ussery 

Maureen Gustafson 
Eva Pearson 
Mary Kuttler 

Sierra Jackson 
Brenda Dacus 
Jane Bauman 

Deb Breidenstein 
Rachelle Crawford 
Chris Breidenstein 

Gift Bearers Boehm Family Korie Family Veniegas Family De La Cruz Family 

Altar Servers 
with server  

assignments 

Hannah Nguyen - 1st 
  Declan Boehm - 2nd 

    - 3rd 

Jayden Striggow - 1st 
Lyla Liebau - 2nd 

Grayson Bechard - 3rd 

Dana Davis - 1st 
 Kim Davis - 2nd 

   Ryan Davis - 3rd 

Janis Curit- 1st 
Kassidy Jahnke- 2nd 

 Bernhards Curit- 3rd 

Musician  
and Cantor 

Katie Wiley 
Barbie Campbell 

Anita Hernandez 
Diane Heerman 

Sandi Adams 
Choir 

Sandi Adams 
Barbie Campbell 

 
Ushers 

Buz Bruzina 
George Heard 
Josh Boehm 

Teddy Tieyah 

Mike Boeh 
Kellie Boeh 

Richard Gustafson 
Brandon Bechard 

Connie Backhus 
Bob Catalo 

Larry Kramer 
Don Haffner 

Mario Langas  
Humberto Cruz Correa 

Josh Lichtensteiger 
Mary Ann Vieyra 

Tithing  
Counters 

TBD 

Calling all High School age youth to join our St. Francis Xavier 
Parish Family at Prayer and Action in Ellis July 7-12. Cost is 
$50. Please contact Amber at the Parish Office if you are inter-
ested. 
What is Prayer & Action? 
     Prayer and Action lasts five days, with students arriving 
Sunday evening, and staying until Friday morning.  During the 
week, high school students will paint, clean, do yard work and 
perform other meaningful tasks, for the poor, handicapped and 
the elderly. Every parish within the diocese is invited to bring 
as many or as few of their high school students as they wish to 
participate in the  program. Adult leaders are to share the same 
experience as the youth and are asked to be positive role mod-
els throughout the week’s activities. 
About the Prayer & Action Team Leaders 
     The Prayer & Action experience will be facilitated by the 
team leaders, which consists of seminarians and other dynamic 
college students. Leaders of this mission are knowledgeable of 
the Catholic faith, hard working, and passionate about sharing 
Christ’s joy and love. 
Where did the name Prayer and Action come from? 
     Father Gale Hammerschmidt founded the program; it began 
in the Diocese of Salina in 2006. He wanted this mission to 
accomplish 2 things: offer a low cost mission trip experience 
and provide service to the people in the Diocese of Salina. Fr. 
Gale chose to name the program after a quote about Mary 
from St. Pope John Paul II that emphasized Mary’s dedication 
to both prayer AND action.  
Who can attend Prayer & Action? 
     Prayer and Action is open to all high school students, in-
cluding those in 9th-12th grade for the 2023-2024 school year.  



785-761-8234                785-761-5127 

Bulletin articles or notices must be submitted by noon 
on Tuesdays for following weekend.   

Please submit to office@saintxparish.org 
Sign up for bulletins sent directly to your email weekly 

at www.saintxparish.org on the home page. 

TITHING ENVELOPES 
Please contact Cindy in the Parish Office if 
you would like tithing envelopes for 2024.  
Blank sets are still available for 2024 and we 
can get you assigned an envelop number for 
printed ones for next year! 

 

Kay A. Schmidt, CPA 
Managing Member 
 
                                

                                       Schmidt Accounting LLC 

 
  
PO Box 1145 
625 North Adams                   785-307-6415 
Junction City KS   66441                                  kschmidt@sacctg.net 

 


